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HIV/AIDS Overview 

HIV (human immunodeficiency virus) infection has now spread to every country in the world. Approximately 40 
million people are currently living with HIV infection, and an estimated 25 million have died from this disease. 
The scourge of HIV has been particularly devastating in sub-Saharan Africa, but infection rates in other countries 
remain high. In the United States, approximately 1 million people are currently infected. Globally, 85% of HIV 
transmission is heterosexual. 
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HIV / AIDS Transmission  
 
      HIV is transmitted when the virus enters the body, usually by injecting infected cells or 
semen. There are several possible ways in which the virus can enter. 
 
     Most commonly, HIV infection is spread by having sex with an infected partner. The virus 
can enter the body through the lining of the vagina, vulva, penis, rectum, or mouth during sex. 
 
      HIV frequently spreads among injection-drug users who share needles or syringes that 
are contaminated with blood from an infected person. 
 

  Women can transmit HIV to their babies during pregnancy or birth, when infected 
maternal cells enter the baby's circulation. 
 
  HIV can be spread in health-care settings through accidental needle sticks or contact with 
contaminated fluids. 
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The HIV/AIDS situation in different  States of India 
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